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e Foreword

I'he Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC), using different models, has reaffirmed
(hat the climate change is occurring globally and it is going to have serious impacts on agriculture
and natural resources in the dry areas, particularly in the West Asia and North Africa region. Much
of the predictions of impacts have, however, been based on global assessment. It is well known
(hat the global assessment glosses over the regional and the regional over the local variations
in the magnitude and direction of impacts. Precise information on local and regional levels is,

(herefore. crucial for developing appropriate strategies to cope with the adverse impacts through
required adaptation and mitigation measures.

Recopnizing the limitation of global assessment of climate changes for devising appropriate
¢oping measures, the International Dryland Development Commission organized its tenth
international conference — Moving from Global to Local — in Cairo, Egypt in 2010, proving
a platform for sharing and analyzing information on the need and methods and some results
of moving the impact assessment from global to local. The deliberations also highlighted the
urpency of taking action to tackle the problems associated with the adverse impacts of rising
{emperatures, changing cropping seasons, increasing variability in the magnitude and distribution
of rainfall. and, in some parts, increase in the level of sea water, on food production and food
security in the dry areas. Rise in the food prices, partly because of diversion of food crops to
produce biofuel —as a strategy to reduce the use of fossil fuel for mitigating climate change

and the prices of energy is further accentuating food insecurity in the dry areas and adversely
affecting the livelihood of the dryland communities. Hence, there is an urgent need for more
precise assessment of adverse impacts of climate change on the nexus of food and energy security
and for developing interventions to cope with the problem. Intensive knowledge is required to
increase the adaptive capacity and minimize vulnerability in the dry areas. It is in this background
(hat the International Dryland Development Commission organized this Eleventh International
(onference on Dryland Development in Beijing, China, under the title Global Climate Change
and its Impact on Food and Energy Security in the Dry areas.

A total of 26 plenary and more than 100 oral and poster presentations were made by scientists,
development experts, and policy makers from different countries and organizations on eight
(hemes relevant to the subject. A panel of experts conducted in depth analysis and led general
discussion on the strategies that need to be developed for increasing food and energy security
in the dry areas. Based on these deliberations, the participants developed a Beijing Declaration
(o inform all stakeholders about the urgency and direction of the course of action. This volume
contains most of the information emanating from these deliberations. We hope that it will be of
interest to the scientific community, development agencies, policy makers and other stakeholders
interested in the food and energy security and the sustainable development of drylands in the face
ol changing climates.

Adel El-Beltagy
Wang Tao

Mohan C. Saxena
Editors



